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| Introduction I

Information technology is heading
towards speech applications in almost all
our daily activities. For this reason and
its importance for Arabic speakers,
KACST has been working on several
projects related to this area. One of them
is the Saudi Voice Bank on which Arabic
speech recognition systems rely for
training its engines.

The Saudi Voice Bank contains
speech data that is phonetically rich and
balanced to ensure when used, it enables
speech recognition systems to recognize
Arabic speech regardless of speaker’s
gender, dialect and age

One of the beneficiaries of the
Saudi Voice Bank is IBM which signed
an agreement with KACST on 11/6/2002
to use the Saudi Voice Bank in
developing a telephony human machine
communication system for Arabic.

| Contents I

The Saudi Voice Bank contains the
followings:
€3 More than 1000 Arabic speakers
(50% males; 50% females).

3 More than 60.000 wave files.

3 More than 60.000 text files.

€3 More than 60.000 transcription
files.

| Beneficiaries I

The Saudi Voice Bank is available at
KACST and can be licensed to:
1 Research Centers.
€3 Companies that develop speech
systems.
1 Researchers who are interested
on speech recognition and
speaker verification.

| Applications I

The Saudi Voice Bank can be used in
speech recognition systems which have
many applications including:

£ Home appliances control via

telephone using voice.

€3 Flight reservation.

€3 Call centers.

€3 Banking and finance.

€3 Life translation.

€3 E learning and education.

€3 Speaker’s verification, language
and dialect identification.



