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Although the Arabic alphabet is
sufficient to be used in writing and
reading in Arabic, as it is the case for
other languages and their writing
systems, it does not possess symbols for
all the Arabic sounds whether they are
part of the standard or dialect
inventories. Therefore, Arabic speakers
find it impossible to transcribe speech
sounds using Arabic alphabet. They
often either describe the sound in words
or use the International Phonetic
Alphabet.

Because of the above reasons,
Computer and Electronic Research
Institute has designed a phonetic
alphabet based on the Arabic alphabet to
represent all speech sounds for all
languages. The new phonetic alphabet is
called Arabic International Phonetic
Alphabet (AIPA). AIPA was further
developed as 2 fonts that can be installed
onto one’s PC and used in different word
processors. The fonts can be used to
transcribe “Arabic International Phonetic
Alphabet” into:
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AIPA contains the followings:
£ 186 sound symbols.
€3 The kacstaipal ttf. font
€3 The kacstaipa2.ttf. font

AIPA is available at CERI and can be
used by:

€3 Researchers and students of
Linguistics and Languages.

3 Transcribers.

(3 Researchers in Automatic Speech
Recognition and Speech
Synthesis.

€3 Speech therapists.

AIPA can be used in:
€3 Transcription.
€3 Speech pathology assessment.
£ Automatic speech recognition
and speech synthesis.
(3 Language and linguistic studies.




